Diseases and Epidemiology Network (GIDEON, CY Informatics, Ltd, Ramat Hasharon, Israel)-also contains modules for the identification and characterization of pathogens and the pharmacology and usage of antiinfective drugs and vaccines. The program incorporates 319 infectious diseases; however, even though the GIDEON program is updated through quarterly diskettes, its information is not adequate during disease outbreaks. In this case, therefore, electronic communication is complementing, rather than replacing, traditional communication media.
Various communication media have advantages and deficiencies. Data presented in a textbook, on the Internet, or in a software program may have unlimited scope. In contrast, data presented in journals and government reports are generally narrow, focused, and targeted to a specific readership. Major journals and texts benefit from peer review and documentation of sources. The availability of electronic media and software is limited by access to hardware, user training and sophistication, and in some situations, adequate electricity and telephone services.
Even though electronic communication has become an inevitable and irreplaceable adjunct to the field of emerging diseases, many problems remain in the areas of data access, credibility, standardization, and ease of use.
